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\ Extrait de : Japen Weekly Mail,Peb.I.,I9I%

DEATH OF MR. DE RIJKE,

The Authot of Astraea Channel,

News has been reoceived by telegram in Shanghai of the decth =t Ams-
terdam of Mr.Johannes de Rijke,who was formerly Engineer-in Chief
of the Huanzpu Conservancy Board,

From I873 to I903,Mr.de Rijke was employed in the Home Depecrtment

— of the Jepenese GQovernment,undertzkinz conservency work,and «s lon
&go as I878,in conjunction with Mr.C.A.Escher,cnother Duteh expert,
he reported on the condition of the WeogunZ Bur.In the chort time
&t his disposzl - between May 235 end June I10,I837,seys the N,=C.
Dadly News,Mr.de Rijke nzde zn exheustive excuninution of the river,
both above and below Shagghci,and embodied the result of his inves-
-tizations,with two zlternative schenes,in z report to the @hember
of Connerce znd the Municipal Council,dcuted January 10,1838,

It wes not until Septenber,I90I,that the Rezulations fér the imnprove-
-ment of the Huengpu were drown up in Annex I7 of the Peace Proto-
-col,by the Ministers and the Chinese Authobities at Peking,and
&gain not until September of I905 that the Huangpu Conservancy Con-
vention,replacing the Protocol,was signed and Mr.de Rijke zppointed
Intigeer-in-Chief in azccordance -with the terme of the Convention.
Br.de Rijke arrived to take up his work in FPebruzry,I906,znd
forward until his departure from Shanghai in Deceaxber,I9I0,
~ —@eRted out hie work with a thoroughness wobthy of the man and
’ Yuin®d the esteem,not only of those who viewed his project from &
simtler point of view,but eventuclly of many who,thoush originzlly

. oppesed to the training of the Huangpu,were eventually convinced

/ by the success of the work,As Mr.C.H.Codfrey,presiding at & fare-

/ well dinner to Mr.de Rijke,%iven by the Shunghai Society of Ensineew

and Architects in November,I9IO,said : "It had been said that en-

: gimsers had left monuments to thenselves zll ever the face of the

§ Nepe.. ... Mr.¢e Rijke's monunent,so far zs Shanghai wes concerned,

lay in the bed of the Huangpu.There was nothing zbout it to appeal

t{J:: qr?.but its maintenance was nevertheless of paraiount im-

P ce.,"

—. 403 the sane function,8ir Pelham Warren,K.C.M.0.,1zde the remark
Ehnt Mr.de Rijke must be regarded as one of Shanghei's grectest
benefzctors in the last fifty years,and those whom he left behind
must see to it thut his work was not thrown awzy,but was preserved.

Mr.de Rijke,who was twice mnrried,lecves ¢ widow with five

o

’h oehildren,zs well as six children by his first wife,to whomn the
deepest sympathy is extended in their berecvenent Mr.de Rijke was
seventy years of ase,
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