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Top Kabata bergen

To His Ecellentie Matskata
Naimukio
Kabata 7th April 1880

Sir, Only a few countries in the world have such a
beautiful aspect and fine climate as these provinces of Japan.

The distribution of mountains, plains and streams is made
here according to a plan that could not have been devised
by the most clever engineer.

When this plan was completed by nature and those pros
vinces given in full possession to the children of this country,
then Sir, all these Wast mountains around us were well
dressed in greens and with beautifull trees. All the desy
truction by which we are surrounded here and which causes
so much troubles below in the plains, all these ruins were
never intended by nature. Man has made it so.

The possessors Sir, of these mountains have not
been content with using alone the productions of nature,
* but abusing them, without any regard for their own interest
or that of their children.

If the people are allowed to go their own way and
are not prevented from these exterminating habits by a strong
and rigorous law; then in a later generation not much more
will be left but sand wastes here and marshy plains with
dangerous and useless rivers there below. Already at the
present time down in the plains the troubles from this cause
are great and our labours there are often without much effect.

Sir, as far as I could study this unpleasant state of
things, nothing in the way of persuasion will have the slightest
effect; the powerful word of the Government is wanted without

delay.
" 1 most sincerly hope that Your Excellentie's presense here
will lead to put a stop to one of the most deplorable evils
of this country.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
most respectfully and faithfully yours,
Joh? de Rijke
Engineer of
Dobokukioku
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